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Pope John Paul II    
 

The Great Mercy Pope 
 

Pope John Paul II, both in his teaching and personal life, strove to live and teach the message of Divine Mercy. As the great Mercy Pope, he wrote an encyclical on Divine 

Mercy:  "The Message of Divine Mercy has always been near and dear to meé which I took with me to the See of Peter and which it in a sense forms the image of this 

Pontificate."  
 

In his writings and homilies, he has described Divine Mercy as the answer to the worldôs problems and the message of the third millennium. He beatified and canonized 

Sr. Maria Faustina Kowalska, the nun associated with the message, and he did it in Rome and not in Poland to underscore that Divine Mercy is for the whole world. 
 

Establishing Divine Mercy Sunday for the Entire Church  
 

When Pope John Paul canonized Sr. Faustina (making her St. Faustina), he also, on the same day, surprised the entire world by establishing Divine Mercy Sunday   

April 11, 2010 (the feast day associated with the message) as a feast day for the entire Church. The feast day falls on the Second Sunday of the Easter season. On that 

day, Pope John Paul II declared, "This is the happiest day of my life."  
 

Entrusting the World to Divine Mercy  
 

In 2002, the Pope entrusted the whole world to Divine Mercy when he consecrated the International Shrine of The Divine Mercy in Lagiewniki, a suburb of Krakow in 

Poland. This is where St. Faustinaôs mortal remains are entombed. The saint lived in a convent nearby. The Pope himself remembers as a young man working in the 

Solvay Quarry, just a few meters from the present-day Shrine. He also says that he had been thinking about Sr. Faustina for a long time when he wrote his encyclical on 

Divine Mercy. Further, the Holy Father has frequently quoted from the Diary of St. Faustina and has prayed The Chaplet of The Divine Mercy at the saintôs tomb. 
 

Beyond the Life of John Paul II  
 

Given all these connections to Divine Mercy and St. Faustina, is it any wonder that Pope John Paul II died on the Vigil of Divine Mercy Sunday (the evening before the 

feast day), which fell that year on April 3. It is also no surprise that the Great Mercy Pope left us a message for Divine Mercy Sunday, which was read on the feast day by 

a Vatican official to the faithful in St. Peterôs after a Mass that had been celebrated for the repose of the soul of the Pope. 
 

Repeatedly Pope John Paul II has written and spoken about the need for us to turn to the mercy of God as the answer to the specific problems of our times. He has placed 

a strong and significant focus on the Divine Mercy message and devotion throughout his pontificate that will carry the Church long after his death.  
 

Let us call on Godôs mercy by joining fellow parishioners from our Twin Cities Parishes at St. Margaret Maryôs Church, Neenah, on the 4th Thursday of each month in 

singing of Godôs Mercy by using the Divine Mercy Chaplet and reciting the Litany of Divine Mercy: 
 

Thursday:  February 25, 2010   2:30 p.m. 

Thursday:  March 25, 2010    2:30 pm. 

Thursday:  April 22, 2010   2:30 p.m. 

Thursday:  May 27, 2010   2:30 p.m. 
 

Saint Faustina, 

You told us that your mission would continue after your death and that you would not forget us. Our Lord also granted you a great 

privilege, telling you to "distribute graces as you will, to who you will, and when you will." Relying on this, we ask your intercession 

for the graces we need. Help us, above all, to trust in Jesus as you did and thus to glorify His mercy every moment of our lives. Amen 

THE FRIENDSHIP FLYER 
439 Washington Avenue Å Neenah, WI 54956 Å (920) 729-4560 Winter 2010 

What is Divine Mercy? 
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      From the Number Cruncher  
By Mark Muthig,  

Parish Business Administrator 

All contributing parishioners should have received their familyôs ñFinal Contribution Statement for Calendar-Year 2009ò at the end 

of January.  Please carefully check it over, and if there is a discrepancy, please leave a message for me as soon as possible at 729-

4560, extension 107. 

 

Here is an Operating Income Summary, covering July 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009, for your perusal:       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are a couple points about these numbers: 

1. We are quite a bit behind what we budgeted to date, and if current giving patterns hold and we go forward with our 

capital plan, we are expecting larger than a $110,000 deficit!  Please help turn the corner! 

2. The bulk of the deficit is due to our capital improvement plan. Except for roofing, many things have been ignored over 

the past decade. The Finance Council is working toward getting our buildings back in shape. 

3. EVERYBODY, please do what you can to help your parish get through this economically horrendous time. 

4. The School Net Expenditures shortfall is due to the TCCES ñRental Creditò being substantially less than needed to 

cover all of the school buildingôs facilities cost. 

5. The All Other Expenditures surplus is mostly due to hiring Jackôs Maintenance in lieu of a buildings and grounds staff. 

 

     And now a few facts about the Renovation, covering July 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009: 

1. The loan balance as of December 31 is down to $638,000, of which $529,000 is from the renovation and $109,000 is 

from newer capital projects. 

2. The principal paid off of the renovation portion of the loan between July 1 and December 31 is $95,000.  This includes 

$77,000 contributed directly to our debt & interest reduction fund and $17,000 from our portion of the Advancing the 

Mission drive.  As expected, we needed $35,000 from the loan to pay capital project bills. 

3. The monthly interest paid on the loan this month is around $3,300, down slightly from last year. 

 

Please fulfill your Advancing the Mission pledge. If fulfilled, our parish will receive an additional $100,000 to pay down our loan! 

 

I have been working with the Finance Council and Trustees (and indirectly with the Parish Council) in putting together an accurate 

budget for next fiscal year.  Preliminary numbers show that we are back to the very tough years (a $100,000 operating/capital deficit) 

if giving patterns and programming remain the same.  Program and capital expenditures still remain very tight.  Therefore, we are 

looking at some significant ways in order to eliminate that deficit, including a Phase III drive. 

 

Just a reminder ï if you have not yet taken the opportunity to contribute via automatic withdrawal and would like to do so, please 

check the new parish website (http://smmpneenah.org/resources/Automatic+Withdrawal+form.pdf) for a form. 

 

Here are the current statistics from the Calendar-Year 2010 Estimate of Giving Card drive: 

1. As of mid-February, only 154 of registered 1271 families took the time to return their card.  I thank these people for a  

job well done, as their cards account for 28% of the budgeted general giving for next fiscal year. 

2. To the remaining 88% of registered familiesðplease join your brothers and sisters in Christ who have already morally  

        committed to financially supporting the ministries of St. Margaret Mary (that is, your) parish and the TCCES School  

        System.  Cards are still available in the Gathering Space and Parish Office for your convenience, so please mail your  

        familyôs completed card (or drop it off) at the Parish Center or place in the collection basket during weekend Masses. 

 

One final though ï Please do not think of Sacrificial Giving as ñPew Rentò, ñChurch Duesò, or the like.  Sacrificial Giving is a 

privilege!  It is a terrific way of saying ñthank youò to God for everything He has given us.  After all, what does anybody have 

that was not given to him or her from God?  If you can think of something, please let me know!  I canôt think of anything! 

 

Thank you for allowing me to serve you, and may God bless. 

  Actual Budget   Ann. Projection Annual Budget 

Sacrificial Giving          531,889          533,582            987,478          982,260 

All Other Revenue          115,777          120,727            176,319          172,685 

School Net Expenditures        (293,370)        (273,729)          (588,392)        (552,555) 

Planned Capital Expends          (35,317)          (10,333)           (78,000)          (17,000) 

All Other Expenditures        (299,124)        (322,871)          (609,754)        (662,557) 

Net Surplus/Deficit           19,855           47,376          (112,350)          (77,167) 
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This year we have six candidates.  Four are in process of becoming Catholic from other Christian denominations and two are Catho-

lic desiring Confirmation as adults. 

 

We have celebrated two special rituals with them in advance of their reception of the sacraments of Confirmation and Holy Eucharist 

at Easter Vigil in our church on Saturday, April 3, 2010. 

 

On Sunday, Jan. 24 at 9:30 a.m. Mass we celebrated the Rite of Welcome, wherein the parish sponsors signed the candidates with the 

cross of Jesus while we sang, ñWe stand with you. We pray for you, O Holy Child of God.ò  Then, On Saturday, Feb. 20 at 5:00 

Mass we celebrated the Rite of Enrollment and Sending.   The next day they joined with candidates from parishes throughout the 

diocese, celebrating the Rite of Election and Call to Continuing Conversion in DePere with Bishop Ricken.   They look forward to 

receiving our sacraments of initiation at the Easter Vigil Mass on March 22 in our church. 

 

This yearôs candidates and their parish sponsors are: 

      Susan Allen    Margaret Koskinen 

      Judith Brawner   Betsy Peloquin 

      Robin Henriksen   Karen Kain 

      Melissa Mogensen  Marsha Britt 

      Lisa Sokel     Evelyn Zimmerman 

      Jason Zeinert    Terry Gant 

 

Our gratitude to our three catechists, Barb Bartz, Dennis Durocher and Christopher Schneider, who join me in weekly instruction of 

our candidates on scripture and teachings of the church and in helping form them through prayer and sharing of life experiences. 

 

If you see them within our assembly, please introduce yourself and extend your own greeting of welcome as they take this step to-

ward full membership in our parish community.  Continue to pray for them on this journey of faith. 

Mary Brandt 

John Elsinger 

Brett & Michelle Campbell 

David & Christine Hackfort 

Sarah Day 

Samantha Brandt 

Daniel & Melissa Blaylock 

Erin Orchard 

Andrea Bauer 

Matthew Wild 

Ronald & Deborah Cook 

RCIA  By Joan Bartmam 

We Welcome 

New Parishioners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Lord Jesus 

may our hearts and minds 

be nourished by your sustaining love; 

may our words and actions 

be guided by your ever present grace. 

That all who seek you, 

find you here. 

That all who seek to serve you, 

be welcomed to the vineyard. 

That all who seek to love you, 

know that they are loved. 

That all who seek to return to their Catholic faith, 

may be welcomed and received. 

Amen. 
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Blessing of Expectant Parents  
During the 9:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, April 18, our parish will offer a blessing for those awaiting the adoption or birth of a child.  

It is always wonderful for us to pray intentionally for young families as they await the arrival of Godôs gift of a child.  To have your 

family included in this blessing, contact Joan Bartman in the Parish Center (729-4560).  We will offer the blessing again in late sum-

mer. 

Elizabeth Ministry is based on the scripture story of Maryôs visit to her cousin, Elizabeth, when both were 

pregnant.  Our purpose is to affirm, support, encourage and assist women and their families during child-

bearing years, sharing life experiences in an atmosphere of faith, love and hope.  The Elizabeth Minister is a 

link between the woman, her family and the parish community, bringing a sense of connectedness and a re-

minder of the unconditional love of our God.  

      Elizabeth Ministry  

Gratitude  
Elizabeth Ministry at our parish is undergoing changes.  We are grateful for the past leadership and service offered by Amee Pable, 

director; Kay Bahn, supply coordinator; and Karin Saunders, visitation coordinator.  We have been blessed by their ministry here.  

With these vacancies, other members are stepping into these positions and bringing new ideas and dreams for Elizabeth Ministry 

with them.  Read on---   

We Make House Calls!  
Our Elizabeth Ministers are ready to be paired with parishioners who are pregnant or have a new baby.  We offer a small gift from 

the parish and a visit to you at your home.  Some Elizabeth Ministers experience infertility or have suffered the loss of a child 

through miscarriage or death.  They are willing to offer support for parishioners who also experience these tragic losses.  Please feel 

free to contact Joan Bartman at the Parish Center (729-4560 or jbartman@tcces.k12.wi.us) to share your news and request a visit 

by an Elizabeth Minister.  

Gifts for the Babies!  
We wish to present homemade gifts to each expectant mother and to each newborn baby.  They would be tucked 

into the gift bag along with prayer cards and a note of our ongoing care and support.  This bag is brought to the 

family when the Elizabeth Minister makes the planned visit.  If you sew, knit or crochet you could be a special 

part of our ministry.  We need knit or crochet booties in neutral colors (no pink or blue) and burp cloths.  We would be happy to 

give you patterns and materials to get you started.  Please contact Joan Bartman at the Parish Center.  

More Visitors Needed  
Elizabeth Ministers represent the parish, visiting not as experts or counselors, but as a caring friends with common experiences of 

pregnancy, birth, infertility or loss.  We need more women to become Elizabeth Ministers.  We offer training and all gift supplies.  

You decided how often you visit and you schedule the visit at a time convenient to you and the parishioner to be visited.  If you 

would like more information as you consider becoming an Elizabeth Minster, you may contact Joan Bartman at the Parish Center.  

mailto:jbartman@tcces.k12.wi.us


Page 5 THE FRIENDSHIP FLYER  Winter 2010 

. 

Vision Statement:  We are committed to ñbe the heart and hands of Jesusò on behalf of our community of faith  

here in our parish, our local community, nationally, and internationally. 
 

Quarterly Parish Outreach Fund Report  
Since our last report to you, the money from the Parish Outreach Fund has been used to help those in need in the following manner: 
 

Balance as of July 1, 2009       $  4,297.35 

Parish Outreach Fund Drive donations received $19,178.00 

Christmas SCRIP donations received    $  3,548.48 

 

Expenditures: 

Thanksgiving SCRIP for parishioners    $  3,300.00  

Christmas SCRIP for parishioners     $  6,000.00  

Christmas gifts (tags not returned)     $       48.27 

February SCRIP for parishioners     $  6,000.00  

 

Balance as of January 27, 2010      $11,675.56 
 

This year we saw a major increase in the number of persons needing assistance at Christmas.  Last year we served 26 parish families; 

this year the number increased to 42 families.  Thank you to all who made donations for Christmas $CRIP. 
 

Harvest of Plenty  
The Harvest of Plenty Food Drive provided approximately 4,100 non-perishable food items to restock shelves at St. Josephôs Food 

Program. Compared to the 3,200 food items collected in the 2008 Harvest of Plenty Food Drive, this reflects an approximate increase 

of approximately 900 items over the 2008 food drive.  Special thanks to Kathy & Jim Koziczkowski, Tom Marshall, Carol 

Reinhardt, Dianne and Gary Roth, Ellen Ruffing, Ellyn Sachs, Marilyn Schutte for help in grocery bag distribution after Masses on 

November 7 and 8.  Carol Reinhardt, Ellen Ruffing and Ellyn and Doug Sachs collected bags before Mass on November 14 and 15, 

2009. The St. Joseph Food Program truck was loaded on Sunday, November 15, after the 9:30 a.m. Mass by the following individu-

als: Tom and Tony Hameister; Ann Moen; Ryan, Jenna, Pam Mortimer; Carol Reinhardt; Grant, Mason, Craig Sachs; and Ellyn and 

Doug Sachs. Copps and Pick ón Save donated the grocery bags. Carol Reinhardt, Co-chair  Ellyn Sachs, Co-chair 
 

Christmas Giving 
Thank you to all who helped in some way with the Giving Tree Project.  You may have helped by calling families; making tags; 

making beautiful handmade or knitted gifts; taking tags from the tree and purchasing gifts; purchasing gift certificates; donating 

money; or sorting, wrapping and delivering the gifts and poinsettias.   St. Margaret Maryôs Parish was able to help 42 parish families, 

57 residents at local group homes Greenfield and Menning Manor, 36 residents at Vallhaven, and 70 residents at Winnebago Health 

Center and 40 teenagers through the Brigade program.  There were a total of 310 gifts collected for parish families.  A total of 76 

poinsettias were delivered to older members of St. Margaret Mary Parish. A total of $3,548.48 was donated to purchase grocery gift 

cards which were given to our parish families.  You truly have shown the true meaning of Christmas by your generosity. Please read 

the thank you notes posted in the hallway of the Adoration Chapel.  May God Bless you and your families in 2010. 
 

Respect Life Projects  
 The month of January baby care and maternity items were collected for Mother and Unborn Baby Care in Appleton. Thank you 

to all who donated.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated by the women and infants that use Mother and Unborn Baby Care ser-

vices.  
  The weekend of February 6 & 7 all baby bottles are to be turned in.  If you are still collecting change and have not yet turned in 

your baby bottle please turn it in to the Parish Office. The money received will go 75% to Mother and Unborn Baby Care and 25% to 

Right to Life. 

 Prayer is a powerful tool. If you have not spiritually adopt an unborn child that is in danger of abortion please consider doing so. 

Say the following daily prayer for that child all of 2010.  "Jesus, Mary & Joseph I love you very much.  I beg you to spare the 

life of the unborn baby that I have spiritually adopted who is in danger of abortion."    
 The first Monday of the month  Menasha/Neenah Respect Life meetings occur at St. Patrick's Parish. Please consider becoming a 

part of the team. 

·    6 pm Pray the Rosary for life in church        ·    6:30 pm Meeting in the parish center 

Human Concerns Committee Update  
February 2010 
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Social Justice Poverty Presentation 
 

 ñPoverty in the Fox Valleyò was the topic of a six-part series on social justice issues offered in 2009-2010 by the St. Margaret 

Mary, St. Gabriel, and St. Patrick parishes.  This presentation was held on Sunday, January 17th at SMM and was co-sponsored by 

the Social Justice Ministry and the Human Concerns Committee.  Twenty eight people attended. The presentation reminded us that 

poverty is something we donôt normally associate with the Fox Valley, but that it is, indeed present. Andrew Konkel of CAP services 

in Appleton reviewed statistics about the prevalence of poverty in our area and discussed the formation and purpose of the Fox Cities 

Project Promise.  It is an all-volunteer group whose mission is ñto engage our community in the elimination of povertyò.  They work 

to eliminate poverty by building awareness of the causes and conditions of poverty, and by educating the community. Their strategy 

is to stimulate awareness, education and action.  Currently there are over 300 members and with Fr. Mikeôs support, St. Margaret 

Mary Parish is the process of becoming one as well as a show of our support in their efforts to reduce poverty in the Fox Valley.  

Natalie Ripley and Mary Ann Reinhardt have agreed to be our parish representatives at their quarterly meetings. 

 The second portion of the meeting was devoted to learning about the outreach to the poor by the St. Vincent de Paul Society.   

Mary Ann Reinhardt, president of St. Vincent de Paul Society conference at SMM parish,  described how the society was formed, 

itôs goals, and gave us insight into the actual process of assisting those in need, including a description of home visitation which is a 

vital part of their work with the poor.  

     The next program in the series is scheduled for March 11, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. in Friendship Hall at St. Margaret Mary Church. The 

topic is ñJustice for Immigrantsò by Peter A. Geniesse. Hope to see you there. 
   

Parish Ministry/Volunteer Appreciation Social 
 

 A great time was had by all  180 parishioners who attended the annual Parish Ministry/Volunteer Appreciation Social which was 

held on Saturday, January 23, 2010.  This year we specially honored Sr. Therese (55 years of service) and Sr. Diane (40 years of 

service).  How fortunate we are to have two such wonderful women of faith helping us to grow in our love for God.  Also recog-

nized, was Amee Pable and the Elizabeth Ministry for their special outreach to mothers/families.   

 Thank you to Ellen Beltz and Dianne Ryan for coordinating this event and to the Parish Life Committee, the Human Concerns 

Committee and all those who helped us to make this evening a special celebration of how fortunate we are to have such a wonderful 

ministry staff and volunteers. 
 

Heart to Heart Valentine Project 
 

Thank you to all who helped to brighten a fellow parishionerôs day by sending a valentine! Over 500 mailing 

labels were taken so that cards could be sent to those parishioners who are homebound, or those in assisted 

living, nursing and group homes, and our those who have wisdom of years, our senior members.  Itôs a won-

derful way to share Godôs love and remind folks that they are an important part of our parish family. 
 

Valentines to the Bereaved 
 

Recognizing and remembering the heartache of loss is so appreciated by those who are grieving, so we reach out to our fellow pa-

rishioners who have lost a loved one in the past year by sending them a valentine.  Thank you to the special group of volunteers : Pat 

Finch, Jewell OôBrien, Lorraine Konitzer, Mary Jane Vought, Delores Kluck, and Lois Kerscher who faithfully facilitate in this spe-

cial outreach. 

 

Watch for the updates to the Human Concerns web page.  We are working towards improving our communication to you via the 

SMM website.  Also, check out the Human Concerns bulletin board next to the sacristy to see the many ñthank youôsò that we have 

received from grateful recipients of your support. 

 

Many thanks to all who so wonderfully support the vision and outreach of the Human Concerns Committee.  It is only be-

cause of you that we are able to truly be the stewards of Godôs love in a world where there is great need. May God bless you 

richly for your loving generosity. 
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  JUSTICE FOR IMMIGRANTS  

  

Whatôs it all about? 

  

Whatôs all the fuss about the 

new wave of immigrants? 

  

Why did millions of Latinos  

leave homelands and families, 

risking their lives to come to  

the U.S. to get just any job?  

  

Why is the U.S. spending  

billions of dollars to detain, 

deport and fence-out workers  

that it used to warmly recruit? 

  

What are the root causes  

of the mass migration? Why did 

it happen now? Whoôs to blame  

for the poor getting poorer? 

  

You are invited to join the dialogue about comprehensive immigration reform at 
  

  

 

author of ñIllegalò 
  

Geniesse is a long-time parishioner who has worked for immigration reform through ESTHER, the inter-

faith justice ministry in the Fox Valley. He extensively traveled in Latin America, Mexico and the U.S. 

border states, to research his newly released book. 
  

Justice for Immigrants campaign is endorsed by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
  

This event is sponsored by St. Margaret Mary Adult Faith Enrichment. 

Any question can be directed to Marcie Howard at 729-4562 

Presented by Peter A. Geniesse 

St. Margaret Mary Parish Friendship Hall  

6:30-8:00 p.m. Thursday, March 11 
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St. Margaret Mary  

School News 

Together 

We can soaré 

in  mind and spirit  

Eleanor Healy, principal 

Join us for our next presentation in our video series.  Come to 

the Parish Center on Wednesday, Mar. 3 from 9:00 ï 10:00 

a.m. for ñA Hand of Peace: Pope Pius XII and the 

Holocaustò.  Pope Pius XII was a champion of peace and a 

moral voice for a world torn apart by World War II.  After his 

death, he was accused of being silent in the face of the Nazi 

holocaust.  This documentary explores the difficult choices 

faced by Pius XII and proof that his bold, yet discreet, 

prophetic actions saved tens of thousands of Jews.  ñApostolic 

Father: Handing on the Faithò is the title of our May 12 

video.  Join us!  No fee, no registration. 

Looking for a small group activity for Lent?  You are welcome 

to be part of group that gathers in the Parish Center every 

Wednesday morning at 9:00 a.m. to study the Sunday scripture 

readings for the coming weekend.  Materials are provided and 

we are open to new members.  Call Joan Bartman in the Parish 

Center for further information or just come any Wednesday!. 

Wednesday Morning  

Bible Study 

Video Series 

Catholic Schools: Dividends for Life 
 

Our families and communities can count on Catholic Schools to instill the faith, knowledge, morals, and discipline in our students 

that will enable them to fulfill their future roles as committed Catholics, productive citizens, and effective leaders. 
 

Faith is about our personal relationship with God, but it is also about our relationship with others. Catholic Schools instill both of 

these aspects of faith in students. Religion classes and service opportunities, as well as integrating Gospel values in teaching and 

leading are built into the curriculum of every Catholic School. 
 

Knowledge has two aspects: acquiring information about a subject as well as relational meaning as in ñI know you and you know 

Me.ò  One of the hallmarks of Catholic schools is rigorous academics and a challenging curriculum aligned with national standards. 

Our students consistently test above state and national averages. 
 

Discipline is a necessary skill for school lessons but also a necessary skill for a happy life. Without discipline or self-control, we 

cannot achieve our dreams and goals. Teachers help students learn self-discipline by setting strong boundaries and imposing appro-

priate consequences if rules are broken. This ensures a controlled, safe and effective learning environment where a young personôs 

energy is channeled into learning. 
 

Morals are also a component of a happy and balanced life.  Setting high standards of behavior brings out the best in youngsters. 

Knowing right from wrong, and having the self-control to resist evil and choose good, enables young people to serve with integrity, 

not only as students, but as leaders in whatever future field they choose: business, education, government, church or as a parent. 

Catholic Schools indeed provide a Dividend for Life. 
 

Our children learn a real sense of the larger community through service.  Our Advent project was supplying milk for the Fox Valley 

Warming Shelter.  For Lent, we will be collecting school supplies for the children of Afghanistan.  We also collected more than 

$1000 for tuition assistance with a ñPenny Warò that took place during Catholic Schools Week. 
 

Our children enjoyed the activities celebrating Catholic Schools Week including the all TCCES Mass on Wednesday at St. Margaret 

Mary. There were over 800 students, staff members, and guests filling our church to overflowing.  Fr. Mike celebrated liturgy and all 

of the participants were able to feel that Catholic Schools Week is definitely a larger celebration than any one school. 
 

The final student event of CSW was our fifth grade Haiti Raffle.  The fifth grade Student Council is to be commended for the 
concept, organization, donations, and supervision of the raffle. For their efforts, a check for $1,000 was sent to a Medical Mis-
ÓÉÏÎ 'ÒÏÕÐ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ#ÉÒÃÌÅ ÏÆ (ÏÐÅȱ ÆÏÒ (ÁÉÔÉ 2ÅÌÉÅÆȢ   
 
Thank you for the continuing support of your school. 
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$CRIP 
     

 For all those of you who have not enjoyed the convenience of the $CRIP Program and are wondering about ité 
 

All you have to do is: 

 

V Stop in the Gathering Space after any weekend Mass 

V Complete an order form, checking off your desired 

       certificates and appropriate increments 

V Make out ONE check, or pay by cash and receive 

       your $CRIP Certificates on the spot 
 

That's IT.  You're on your way to convenience. 
 

 $CRIP Certificates are purchased at a percentage (2% to 20%) discount from retailers and restaurants in this area. Your 

purchase of a $CRIP Certificate at face value allows the parish to benefit from the profit, AT NO EXTRA COST TO YOU. 
 

 $CRIP can be used to pay charge accounts from many department stores, given as gifts throughout the year, and used to 

purchase anything from necessary items like: food, prescriptions, clothes, dining out,  hardware items, and many others. 
 

 In fact, the convenience of $CRIP is great. No checks (& identification) to produce at the check-out lane, no interest to pay 

(as with a charge card), and NO HASSLES. Incidentally, the $CRIP Program is in the annual budget for an amount in excess of 

$8,000, so you can see that we need EVERYONE'S participation. 
 

Why not treat yourself to the convenience of $CRIP? 

Its like a presentéto be spent when you decide, 

to be given as a gift - even to yourself,  

to be profitable for the parish tooé 

 Our Conference members have been busy in November and December helping our SVdP freinds 

with numerous needs.  We have helped several families with needs such as; getting a kitchen stove in 

good condition and new washing machine for a family of five.  We were able to obtain a new washing 

machine for a family of three elderly women.   We received a new dental appliance donated to a 

mother of two young boys.  We also were able to pay several of her outstanding bills.  We assisted a 

homeless family that had catastrophic medical expenses. They received several household furniture 

items, along with towels, dishes, kitchen items, etc.  from the SVDP store.  We worked with the Boyôs and Girlôs Brigade and three 

committees from the YMCA to obtain Christmas presents for this family of seven. 

 Another family received new winter jackets, caps, mittens and scarves for the three young children. We also gave them grocery 

and gas vouchers.  Another one of our new friends who resides in nursing home received several clothing items. 

 We were instrumental in helping several families receive Holiday gifts from the Salvation Army and the Boyôs & Girlôs Brigade 

for their children.  Besides these families we had the privilege to give gifts certificates for food and clothing to several other families.  

 Making home visits and helping these families is a spiritual and rewarding vocation. If you would like to share these re-

warding experiences, contact Mary Ann Reinhardt, St Margaret Mary Conference President at  (920) 725-1485.  

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Conference  

of St Margaret Mary Parish  Activities 


